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THE SPLENDID SPUR
By A. T. QUI LLKK COUCH

A romance of England in a
whom adventure marked for h serifs

of thrilling experiences in love and war.
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CHAPTER XVI II.
ICrnlinutJ.)

IWIlT tlin Kiiiniil of my step onflv thr'liulil Joan tiltncU
with n whorl cry a fry tlio

BJI I ki of winch I hnva lie vr
lifftl J, mi (lilt wiin It of chilli.

Joy. In ii ncooiiil her iiriiw ctu
Put mo, and no lui Iiuiik on my

aoliblllK uiul laUKhlllK toKi'tluir.
tnu- - '1hn trim! IK'.ir, ik.iri r Jock to cuiuu to mo- I10M

tlKhtnr. tlirtitor for my henrt Ii

brhlml mn n shnilow fell on thelrwny. iui.I theru looil Delia re
un.

l"Uood lutl till yosti'nlav I .worn to
Is itronn nnJ wnlt for yearn, if noel
Is. Flo on womankind, to bo no weukl
til day I nat an' nat, an' did a
ilt o-

- worK nnvrr not hand to n
lool. an' by uiwt I kuvo In an' went,
lurninr myucr, ovcr ine moor to war- -
bfftan, to Aisle I'xicoe. tho wlso
romtn an abo taught mo a charm
a, blew her. b Ich her. Jack, for 't

fcUh broutrht theel"
- "Jon," said I, hot with ihnmo, tak-n- f

ber arms gently from my neck,
'llateu: I come because 1 am chimed.
Jnce more the drairooncra arc after
pe not flvo mlnuten away. Vou muit'

nd ma n borae, and at once."
"Kay," said a voice In the doorway,

tho borne, If lent, Is for mot"
Joan turned, and the two womt--

tood. looking at each othi-r- - thn mm
i'lth dnrk wonder, tho other with cold
tlsdalnfulnefin-an- d I between thm
irarce HftliiK my vye. Knch was
jcautlful after bnr kind, oh day mid
lllht, and thotiKh tlmlr looks cro.xoil
Vir a full mlnuto like drawn blades,
(cither hnd tho mastery. Joan was
rhe rlrst to npenk.

"Jack, is thy rnaro In tho yard?"
I nodded.

. "Give roo thy pistols and thy cloak."
?hc stepped to tho window. hole nt tho
nd of thn kitchen, und looked nut.
'Plenty o' time," hIio said and pointed
p the ladder leadlnir to tho loft above
--"Cllmrt up there, the both, and pull
he ladder after. If the reU Is leave
he In peace, mako for tho Jows'
Cltchen and there abldn iik'."

81ie flung my cloak about her, took
ny nlMolx and went out at the door.
Is she did ho, tho sun sank and a dull
badow Hwept over the moor. "Joan I"
'cried, for now 1 guessed her purposa
hd as following to hinder her, but
10 had cniiKht Molly's bridle and was
'ready astride of her. "(let buck I"
le called softly; ana then, "I make a
Ittcr lad than wench, Jack," leapt
ie maro through a Rap In the wall,
Id In a moment was breasting the hill
id galloping tor trie high road.

In Ic3s th.in a minute, an It soomcd,
heard a pounding of hoots, and hud

truly time to follow Delia up the lad
)r una pull It after mo, when tho

toons rode scurrying by the house
tki passed on yelling.

iComol" 1 whispered: for Joan and
ft pursuers were out of sight. Catch
)g up her long skirt, Delia followed
jtt'and up tho tor we panted

nor rested till we wero safo
It the Jews' Kitchen.
"What think you of this for a hiding

ilavccT' asked I, with a laugh.
But Delia did not laugh. Instead,

lie) faced me with blazing eyes,
)he4ked herself and answered, cold as

' "ilr, you have done mo a many
feydrs. liow I have trustod you In ri

It wero best for you to remember,
ind for mo to forget."

y a a a a,
Tho dark drew on; the western star

rew distinct and hung Hashing over
jsinst our hiding; and still wo sat
(e, hour after hour, silent, angry,
kiting for Joan's return, Delia at the
ttrance of the den, chin on hand,
aiming tho heavens and never once
-- nlnu towaid mo; 1 furthor Inside,
h'my arms crossed, raging against
telt and all tho world, yet with a
lenlng dread that Joun would never
le buck.
ji tho tlmo lagged by this terror
w and grow. Hut, as I think,

a'oout ten o'clock 1 heard steps com
Ing over tho turf. I ran out. "f wns
Joun herself und leading Molly by
the bridle. Sho walked as It tired,
and leaving the mare at tho entrance,
followed mo Into tho cave. Glancing
round, 1 noted that Delia had slipped

'Am glad she's gone," said Joan
shortly. "How many rebels passed
this way, Jack?"

"Five."
She stretched herself on tho ground

with n sigh "flvo that'll never trou.
bio theo more, lad."

"'Why? how"
"Listen, lad; sit down nnd let mo

rest my head npgn thy knee, Oh,
J,ck, 1 did It brnvelyl Eight good
miles un' more I took tho 'maro by
the Fourholcd Cross, an' across the
moor past Tober an' Casthole, an'
oyer Drown Willy, an' round Rough
Ur to the nor'WMt; an' there lie th
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tiawal qur h " I'lai W Iwitlamtlrws
lit.U ' -- Ii' llltu II I M llirfH. ' I Wei a
liry llr. iy httfaa mi' rttry Niwtti-i-

son. till JuJmi1 l '
"iMatir
"A -- n din Ual lin f a

lulll pl In I lit if akulla Oh I. la'
)af hrarl liolJ III) liaail ao, ttraii

Ihy hands."
"Hut Josn. are I hi at. mm dts1,

aay yout
"Huialy. yea, Vh tul, vliat be

fi.llf Irl.rla, Uli m iIhmii, In UMkri this
tuil ntf? IUt nerr atrl ftar
tlir'"

'Joan ton sin not Imrir
In the tUfknrM I iulit her ra,

and, rrlnir Into thein, drew hek
"Hush, lad twild down thy head,

and 1st mn tiU(r I wtut lixi mar
All' oil", that or Ilia kllHa,

let fly w hi muakflt all' Jark, I
Iisvh hut n iiiinilti r two 1 1 uli,
U I, huali then'1 tut rail' Wrrt iietor
the mill could hit tame I mr art Him
weaker, In n w.ty, f"IKie thn word,
for I loved then mi, In.y J.l. I, I"

Hr arms wern dniwiiiK down my
fare to her,' her eyes dull with pain

"An' now. Jni-k- , tighter hold me
IMhler Kins me --oh, nluit lir.ive
tnneal Tlchter, lid, nil' I'll W I' Inn

'Church ii n' Kliigl' ('nil, hid
'Chun h an ' "

Tim warm arms lo'wiind; tho Imiul
sank Imrk umiii my hip

I I M'k'd Up, There wna a shadow
nrro-- H tho eiitrnnre, blotting out tho
star of night 'Twas Delia, leaning
thern und listening.

CHAPTER XIXrakill- - day. spring rnme nt last,
and In the sick light of It
I went iIjuii to thn rottuge
for epiido and plck-iu- c.

Ami then Uf h.i, hi eing me
return with tho niiiI tonlN on my shout.
dir, spoku for th" Hint Hint;

"First, If thern Im n well near, feteh
mo two buckets of water and leuto us
for an hour."

Her voico was wtaiy nnd chill, so
that 1 dared not thank her. hut did
the errand In silence. Thru 1 dug a
grave und etreu'd u with brncktu
nnd heather mid gorsi -- pet.ils, thut In
the morning air xmelt rarely. And
soon utter my task huh done Delhi
cull'd me.

In In r man's ilieiH .loan lay, her
arms cross'il, her black tresses braided
and her fucu gentler than ever 'twas
In life. Over her wounded In east was
u bunch of Mime tiny pink flower that
glow about tho tor.

Ho 1 lifted her softly iu once In
thin Hume pincu sha hud lifted mn,
nnd hoi e her down the slope to the
gr.ivo; and thero I hurled her, while
Delhi knelt and prayed, nnd Molly
browsed, lifting now and then her
head to look.

When oil uns.ilnne. wo tuni'd nwny,
dry. eyed, and walked together to the
cottage. Tho bay horso wus feeding
on the moor below; and finding him
too l.imn to carry Delia, I shlrted thn
saddles and set her on .Molly. Thn
cottage door stood open, hut wo did
not enter.

.Mile alter mltfl we i ass'd In silence,
Delia riding, ami l pacing beside her
wltli tho hay. At last, tortur'd past
bearing, I spoko

"Delia, huvo you nothing to say?"
For n whlln alio seemed to consider;

ilien. with her eyes tlxt on tho hlll.i
ahead, answered

"Much, 1f I could spenk: but nil
this hn ohang'd me somehow 'tin,
perhaps, that 1 huvo grown a woman,
having been n girl and need to got
used to It. and think."

Hho spoko not nnirrlly, n I look'd
for; but with n painful tdowness that
was less hopeful,

"Hut." said I, "over und or you
have shewn that 1 am uoumIU to ou.
Surely"

"Surely I am Jealous? 'TIs poa.
sible yeH, Jack. I am but n woman,
and so 'tis certain."

"Why, to bu JeiUous, you must love
me!"

She look'd nt me straight, nnd
very deliberate

"Now that Is what I nm far from
bum of."

"Hut, dear Delia, when your anger
him cool'd"

"My anger was hrlof. I nm ills,
appointed, rather. With her Inat
breath, nlmost. Joan snhl you weio
weaker than she: she hiv'd you better
thnn 1, nnd read you clenrer. You
nro weak. Jack" sho drew In Molly,
nnd let her hand fall on my shoulder
very kindly "wo hnvo been com-
rades for many n long mile, nnd I
hope nro honest good friends; whern.
foio 1 loathe to say a harsh or ungr-

ateful-seeming word. Hut you could
not understand that hrnvc girl nnd,
you cannot understand me, for as yet
vou do not evon know yourself. The,
knowledge comes slowly to a man,
I think: to n woman nt ono rush. Hut
when It comes, I believe you may be
strong. Now leavo mo to think, for
my head H all of a tnnglo."

Our paco was so slow (by reason
of tho Inmo bursa) that a great part
of the afternoon was spent before we
enmc In sight of tho House of Qlcys,
nnd, on tho blue, water beyond, the
bright canvas of the Godsend.

lltllv himself was on the lookout
with his spyglass. For hardly wero
we come to tho beach when our slg.
nal the waving of a whlto 'kerchief

was nnswercd by another on board,
and within half an hour n boat puts
off, wherein, bh sho drew nearer, 1

counted eight fellows.
They were (besides Billy), Matt

Soames. the master; Gabriel Hut-chin- s,

Ned Masters, the black man
Sampson, Hen Halllday, and two
whose full names I have forgotten
but ono wns called Nicholas And
after many warm greetings, the bou
was made fast, and wo climbed up
along tho peninsula together, In close
order, llko u llttlo army.

All this tlmo there was no sign or
sound about tho House of Cloys to
show that any ono marked us or
noted our movements. The gato was
closed, tho windows stood shuttered,
ao on my former visit, even tho chim-
neys worn smokeless. Such effect had
thlH desolation on our spirits that,
drawing near, wu fell to speaking in
whispers.

Marching up to tho gato I rang a
loud peal on tho bell, and tn my as.
tonlshment, before tho echoes had
tlmo to die away, tho grating wus
pushed back and tho key turned in
the lock,

"Step ye In step ye Id, good folks!

"1

Why Not?
) r

I V
1 f I
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A sorry day a day of sobs and tears
ami ufllictcd blowings of tho nose-w- hen

the Is a burden
and the mourners go about seeking
whom they may devour the funeral
meats, You are welcome,

'Twaa tho voire of my ono. eyed
friend, ns ho undid the bolts, and now
ho stood lu tho gateway with a

black hash nrrosi his canary
livery, no long that thn ends of It
swept tho ling' stones. ,

"I Master Tlngcomb within?" I
helped Delia to dUmount and gave
our two horses to n stable-bo- y that
stood shufdlng soma paces off.

"Alas!" the old mun heaved a deep
sigh, and with that began to hobble
across tho yard. Wo trooped after

Ho sfiueezed a frosty tear from his
onn e and led us tn n largo bare
hull, hung round with portraits,
whero wus a tabln spread with a
plenty of victuals nnd
knives and forks laid beside plates of
pewter; and at tho table a man in
black, eating. Ho had straight hnlr
and a sallow faco, and looked up as
we ontcrrd, but, In n mo
ment fell to again.

"Our business Is with Master Han-
nibal said I sharply.

The man looked up
again, his mouth full of ham.

"Hush!"- - ho hold his fork up and
shook his head nnd I
wondered whero I had seen htm be
tore.

"Young man young man," broko In
tho one-eye- d butler, "our minister Is
a good minister, nn speaks

ns such; but tho short Is that
my master is dead an' In his coftln,
took wl' a tit, throe davs buck the
same day, young man, as thou earnest
wl' thy bloody threats. A beautiful
corpse, sir. dung mv buttons!"

"Show him to us."
young man," Ho led the

way to tho very room where Master
and I had our Interview,

As before, six cnndles wero burning
there; but the table was pushed Into a
corner, and now their light fell on a
long black coffin, resting on trestles In
tho centre of thn room. Tho coffin was
closed, and studded with sllvor nails;
on the lid was a silver plain bearing
thosa words written, "Hannibal Ting,
comb, with a text of
Scrlpturo Mow.

"Why havo you nailed him down?" I
asked.

"Now where bo thy bowels, young
man, to talk so unfeolln'7 An' where
bo thy not to know the
ways o' tho blessed dead In

"Whon do you bury him?"
forenoon. Tho spot Is

two miles from hero." He blinked at
me, and hesitated for a mlnutn, "It It
your purpose, sirs, to attend?"

"Ue suro of that," 1 said grimly. "So
have beds ready for all our

"All thy ! Dear sir, consider:
where are beds to bo found? Suro,
thy mariners ran pass the nJght aboard
their own HhlpV"

"Ho then," thought I, "you havo been
on the lookout;" but Delia replied for
me:

"I am Delia thn mistress
of this Iiousp. Yuu will prepare tho
lieds as you nro told."
what' does that decroplt old sinner do
hut drop upon his knees.

"Mistress Delia! Oh. goodly feast
tor this ono poor eyol Oh, that Master

had seen this day I"
I declare the tears were running

down his nose; but Delia marched out,
cutting short his

I
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In the passage sho
Juck!"

"Hu.th!" I unswered. "and listen:
Muster Tlngcomb Is no more in that
cotlln than I."

"Then whern Is he?"
"Thut Is Just what wo nro to

As I said this, u light broko
on mo. "Hy tho Lord," 1 oiled, "'tis
tho very samel"

'Twns but tho truth.
In fuel, I had Just solved it puzzle.
This minister wus no
other than tho groom I hnd seen at
Hodmln Fair holding Muster

horses.
Hy this thn nun wan down nnd Delia

soon made un excuse to withdraw to
her room. Nor was It long before tho
rest fojlowed her example. I found
our chuinborH prepared, near together.
In n wing of thn house lit sotnn dis-
tance from tho hall. Delhi's wns next
to mine, ns 1 made suro by knocking
at her door, and un the other side
of inu slept Hilly, with two of his
crr-w- .

Having blown out my light, I sat
on tho bed's edge, listening to thn big
clock over tho hall us It chlm'd the
quarters, und waiting till tho fellown
below should lie at their esse. That
Master rested under tho
cotlln-ll- d I did not hellovo. In spit" "f
tho lit that I could vouch
for. Hut this, If driven to It, we could
discover at thn grave. The main bus-Iiic-

was to catch him; und to tills
rnd I meant to patrol tho
and watch tho entrance, on
tho likely chuncn of his creeping buck
to the house to confor with his

As eleven o'clock sounded, therefore,
I tupped on Hllly's wall, und Hading
that Matt fionmcs wns keeping watch,
sllppod off my boots. Our rooms worn
on the tlrst tloor, over u straw yard,
and tho distance to tho ground un
easy drop for a man. Hut wishing to
ho silent as possible I knottod two
blankets together, and thu
end round tho window mulllon, swung
myself down by ono hand, holding my
hoots In the other.

I dropped very lightly nnd looked
about. There was a faint moon up
and on tho straw; but
under the house was deep shadow,
and along this I crept. The straw
yard led Into thn court before the
stables, and ao Into tho main court.
I turned the corner to explore the
third side of the house, when on a
sudden I heard a stealthy footfall
coming, down the alley behind mo.

Tho footsteps drow nearer. A dark
form parted thn laureis; another mo-
ment, and I had It by the throat.
'Twaa Matt Soames. "Your pardon."

I; "but why have you left
your poet?"

"Illnck Is so I
took tho freedom"

Ho broke off to catch ma by the
sloova and pull me down boll Ind the
bush. About twelve paces ahead I
heard a door softly opened and saw
a shaft of light flung across tho path
between tho laurels. As
the rny touched the outer wall, I
marked a small postern gato thero,
standing open.

Then came footsteps the
gravel and a couple of men crossed
thn path bearing a largo chest be-

tween them. In tho light I suw tho
bundle of a spado sticking out from
It, and by his gait I know tho iiocond
mi a to bo my one-eye- d friend; the
other was tho minister.

They passed out at the small gate,
and by the sounds that followed we
fcuessod they were hoisting their
Burden into a cart. they

the path and entered tbs.
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Presently
recrossed

house, shutting thn door after them.
"Now for It!" said I In Mali's our.

Clldlng forward, 1 pi oped out at tho
postern gate, hut drow buck like a
shot,

1 had almost run inj head into a
great black Imuran that stood thero
with thn door open, backed against
tho gate, thn heavy plumed nodding
above It In the night wind.

Who held tho horses I hnd not
tlmn to see, hut whispering to Matt
to give mo a leg up, clambered In-

side. "Quick!" I pulled him after
nnd erupt forward. I wondered thn
man did not hear us, but by RM.A
luck thn horses wero restive and ny
his maudlin talk to them I knew tin
was three parts drunk on thn
funeral wines, doubtless,

I ci opt along and found . tool
chest stowed against thn further end,
mi, pulling it gently out, we got be-
hind It, but only Just before I caugut
tho glliuiiiet of a light and 'ie,;rd
tlie pulr ol rascals reluming.

They enmo very slowly, grumbling
all tho way, und of course I khow
they curried tho cotlln.

Tun enu of tne con In wns tilted up
Into the hearse. Tho door was clapped
to, thu tin to login. i cllmued upon tuu
seat In front, und wo started,

I hopo 1 ma) never no called to
pass siicli aiioiiicr half hour iui that
which followed. An soon ub lh4
wheels lift turf for tho hnnl road,
'twas Jolt, Jull all ttio way. und tht
lying mainly down hill, tho cimst und
colon uuino tfrimiliig Into our ribs
uud pressing mi wu could scare
breathe.

"suvn uh," monnod Matt; "where
will this end?"

Tim words wero scarce out when
we turned sharp to tho right with a
Jolt thut ihoiiii our tectti together,
rolled for a little whllu over btuooth
glass and drew up.

I heard tho fellows climbing down
and got my ilsios out.

"Simmy," growled tho minister,
"whero'if thu Iuutern7"

There was a niluule or so of silence
und "then tho snapping of flint uud
steef uud the sound ut putting.

Thu handlo of Die dour was turned
and u light flashed Into thn hearse.

"Here, hold tho lantern steudy!
Come hither, oid Squeaks uud help wl'
the end."

"Oh, sir, I do mortally dread tho
devil un' all his works I"

"Now, It ever! 'The dovll,'- - saya ho
an' Master Tlngcomb still llvln' an'

In his own house uwultin' ual"
Ho sure, his words wero as good as

a ship In tho fi.ee to mo, For I hud
counted thn linursn to leud mn strulght
to Master Tlngcomb himself. 'In his
own house,' tool A fright seized me
for Delia. Hut tlrrd I must ileal with
these scoundrels, who ulreudy wero
drugging out thu cotlln.

The coffin was more than half way
outside, l levelled my pistol over thu
edge of thn tool chest iwd fetched a
yell fit to wakn a ghost -- nt thn sumo
tlmo letting fly straight for thu min-
ister.

In the flush of the dlschurgu I saw
him, hull turned, bis eyes starting
und mouth agape, Hu clapped his
hand to his shoulder. On top of his
wild shriek broke out u rhoru.s of

creams und ouths, lu tho mlddlo nt
which tlie coffin tilted up uud went
over with u cnuali. At tlm uaiun
moment tho horses took fright, ami
befoie I could scramble out wo woio
tearing madly away over thu turf and
Into tlie darkness. 1 hud intulo u sud
mess of It.

It must havn been a full minute
before the hdge turned them and
gave ms tlm to drop out of the back

nnd rim to their heads, Matt Soames
was utter me quick as thought and
ery s.nn no inastered thorn, uud

gathering up the lelns from botwoen
their legs, led litem Kick, A curious
bright raillaui'n scouted growing on
thu sky, tor which I could not ac-
count The thren knaves woro

to bu seen 'ml 1 In .ml tholr
footsteps scampering away In the
dl.it.moi I knew my bullet hnd hit
tho minister, but hu hud got nwuy,
und I never set eyes on any of the
thren ngitln

Leaving .Matt to mind tho horses,
I caught up thu lantern und turned
It on thn coffin, which lay fnen down,
ward, uud with u gusp took In thn
guiim those precious rogues had beau
playing For, wllh tho full of It, tho
bonrd.s (being hut thin) worn hurst
clean asunder, and on both sides hnd
tumbled out silver cups, silver salt
cellars, silver plates nnd dishes, that
lu tho lantern's rays npurklud prettily
on the turf. Tho coffin, In short, was
(duffed with Delia's sllvetwuro.

I hud picked up iv great flagnn and
was turning It over to read tho In-

scription, when Matt Soames cnlled
to me, and jiolnted over thu hill In
front. AImivh It tho whole sky ai
ted und glow inc.

"Sure." said he, " 'tis a flro out
yonder!"

"Cod help Us, Mutt 'tis thn llouso
of Oleys!"

It took but two minutes to toni the
silver back Into thn hoarse. I clapped
to tho door and snntchlng tlm reins,
sprang iion the driver's scat,

CHAPTER XX.
Pill.!! had snmo ndo to find theIffl gate; but no soonor wereI i I through and upon thn high
wLmAW road, thnn I losh'd the horses

uji tho hill at a gallop.
On thn summit n glance show'd us

nil tho wild crlmson'd sky tho sea
running with lines of flru and
against It tho Inky headland whereon
tho House of Oleys flarM like u bea-
con. Wo saw nil this, and then wero
plunging down hill, with the blase
full uheud of us.

At tho bottom wn cnught up a
group of men running. 'Twas a boat-
load come from tho ship to help. As
our hortios swept post them, ono or
two came to a terrified halt; but
presently wcie running hard again
after us.

The great guto stood open. I drove
strulght Into tho hilght-ll- t yard,
shooting "Delhi! whern is Delia?"

"Hero!" called u voice; und from a
group that stood under tho glnru of
thu window cainu my dear mistress
running.

"All safe, Jack! nut what" She
drew back (rum our strungo equip,
ngc.

"All In good time. First tell me
how catuo tho flro?"

"Why, foul work, as It seems. All
I know Is I was sleeping, und awoko
to hear tho black seaman hammering
on my door. Jumping up I found tho
room full of stnoko, nnd cscnp'd. Tho
rooms beneath, they say, were stufT'd
with straw, and tho. yard outside
heitd'd also with straw, and blazing,
lien llalliduy found two oil Jars lying
there"

I run toward tho stable. Already
the roof wus ublnzn and the straw-yar- d,

beyond, a very furnace, Bush-
ing In I found tho two horses oower-In- g

In their stalls, bath'd in swsf,
and squealing. But 'twas all fright.
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H" I f'teh'd Molly's saddle, and ae
to hl. Mild l It aervaa her trhand he aarrat thing Mas illiat n a
iiwinrni, turning hrr head In tub my
laa grntly wllh her iiiviia n4

folloa) d iik out Ilka a lamh. Thebay gate Inule timitdr but I aoothM
htm in the mn nutniiar and patlirig
Ilia lir. k. r. ti i tn. Iimi, Into a4fry

I had faalened ( hit bofara hy Hi
gute h'll h aj tn ' lt w.la ralan.

Hilly' Wlurea Hilly I'ottery? Has
any nun keen the skipper

"Mure," 1 fll., vou don't say tia
was never nUrim!'

"Illack Himpaou wa In hli room
littc'i Illack Hatnpaon?"
"ileie I ln'" irlad a voice 'To Ik

rum I woWu Ilia kklpxr hfoie ally
I.' ye."

Then wliom's lis hid? Did uny
ope arn ll I 111 cum nut?"

'Now, llmt wo have nut', anard
nnn ur two.

I stood hy the houan door ehmitlrift
Ihean iliestiniia ft hall n hind wna
laid nil in) uMi, Hint theie III thn
shadow waited Hill himself, with a
mlKhty I'urlnUs t. inkle In his eye.
Ho put a tinner up uud signed that
I should follow

Wo p.mteil round thn nilt'liulhllngs
whrrr, thien hours before. Matt
Honines uud I hnd hid together
Without epi-ec- wn stepped acrrttw
the turf, hn a pain or two ahead A

ii.ubt lirien wns blowing here, dell- -

rlous after thn lieut of thn fire. Wn
uern walking quickly toward the
east sldn of thn headland, and soon
thn hli'x Hung our shadow right to
the cliffs oJge, for which Hilly mado
atrnlght, ns If to fling himself over.

Hut when, nt thn very veige, hn
pulled up, I lieeamn enlightened. At'
our feet wus an Iron bar. driven Into
the soil, and to It a stout mpo knotted
that run over a block and disappeared
down tho cliff. I knelt and pulling
ut It softly, looked up. It came easy
In thu hand.

Hilly, with tlm glare In his face,
nodded and .bending to my ear fur
onco achieved a whisper.

"Haw ono stealing hlthor and fol-

lowed, A mun wllh a limp fool-w- ent

over the sldn like a cut."
Fust ns I couid tug, 1 was hauling

up thn rope. Near sixty feat came up
lefoi n 1 rouch'd thn end- -a thick
twisted knot. I rove a long noose,
nuH'tl It over my bead and shoulders,
and made llltly understand he was,
to lower mo.

Ho paid It out carefully while I
sU'PP'U to the edge. With tho noose
about my loins. 1 thrust myself
gently over, and la a trlco hung
swuylng.

Home feet below ths top thn cliff
fetch'd a slunl Inwards, so that ,1

dangled u full three feet out from
thn face.

Now I saw a teugo unuor me, nooui
a third of the way down, though 'It
look'd, In the uarancbs, 10 uu

narrow,
Dowu I Mwuy'd (Billy letting out

Iho lopo very steadily), and ut lust
swung myself Inward to thn ledge,
guln'd u footing, and took a glanco
round beforu slipping olf the rope.

1 utood In a shelt of sandy rook
thut wound round tho cliff somo way
to my left, and then, us I thought,
hroku sharply away. 'Twas mainly
about a yard in width, but In places
no morn thnn two feet. I sllpt off thn
rope und loft It to dangle, while I
crept forward to explore, keeping well
against tHu rock and planting my
feet with great caution.

I believe I was twenty minutes tak-
ing nu ninny steps, when at tho point
whero thn ledge broko off I saw thn
ends of an Iron ladder sticking up
and closo beside It a grout hole In tho
rock, which till now tho curve of thn
cllfT bud hid. The ladder no doubt
stood on a second shelf below.

1 wns pausing to consider this when
u bright ray streamed across tho sea
towards mn und tho red rim of thu
sun rose out of thu waters, outfacing
thn glow on thn headland and rending
thu film of smoke that hung like a
curtain about tho horlson.

1 heard the sound ut u footstep and
faced round.

Ileforo me, not six paces off, stood
Hannibal Tlngcomb.

Hn was Issuing from the bolo with
a sack on his shoulder aud sneaking
to descend tho steps, whon he throw a
glanco behind und saw me!

Neither spoke. With u faco gruy
us ashes hu turned very slowly until
lu tho unnatural light w,a looked
straight Into each outer's eyes. His
never blinked, but starod stared hor-
ribly, whllo thn veins swelled black
on his foiehoud uud his lips worked,
attempting speech.

Aud then, letting slip his sack, bn
flung his arms up, ran a pneo or two
towards mo and tumbled on his faco
In u tit. His left shoulder hung over
the verge, hts legs slipped. In a trice
he was hanging by hts arms, his old
distorted face turned up and a froth
about his lips. I made a stop to save
hlni, and then Jumped back, flatten-
ing myself against thn rook.

The ledge was breaking. .
I saw a seam gnpo ut my feet. I

saw it widen uud spread to right and
left. I heard a ripping, rending,
nolle a rush of atones and earth;
and, clawing the air, with a wild
screech, Master Tlngcomb pltch'd
backwards, head ovor heels, Into
space.

Then follow'd silence; then a hor-
rible splosh, as he struck the water,
fur below; then a slipping and
trickling, as moro of the ledge broke
awny at first a rebble or two slid-In- g

a dribble of earth next, n crush
and it cloud of dust. A last stone ran
loose and dropp'd. Then fell a silence
so deep I could catch tho roar of tho
flames on the hill behind.

Htandlng there, my arms thrown
back and fingers spread against the
rock, I saw a wave run out, widen,
and loso Itself on the face of tho sea.
Under my feet but eight Inches of
thn cornice rematn'd. My toes stuck
forward over the gulf.

A scorn of startled gulls with their
cries cali'd me to myself, t open'd
my eyes, that had shut In sheer siddl-nes- i.

Close on my left the lodge was
broke back to the very base, cutting
me off by twelve feet from that part
where the ladder still rested. Nn
man could Jump it. standing. To the
right there was no gap; but tn onn
place only was the footing over ten
inches wide, and at the end my rope
hung over the lis, a good yard away
from tha ads,

But kofr to gt tks mV As) X

here m mmn frtm 0
. . t.t

salil, hung a good ard Uyoad MM
Udsr. in nova dangling sen Mr
fret below It, Willi my hngf(a4M
asalyikt lha cliff, I laanl but Safhi
i lull had at It. I ruleMd II by si fa.nnau l jumpi" IftuUgUt It MOOt
bet" till help cflmrsT"

Twas a giddy, awful leap. Hut
Mack horror staa al mv heala m
an minuis inois 'iwouiii nave sasi
and then my (all was tartaln. I PaHad
up Dalle's far. as she had uunteO so.
I Unt my kne.a, ttnd, laavlMg mfhul l nf tha rok, sprang forr4fcjta
ovtr the an,

I mw It twinkle, fathoms Mow. M
rghl haul luuohnd tuasped the
lope; then my left, as I swung tar
out upon it. allpped an Inch thrSInches -- then hold, swaying wltsjhr.
Aly foot was In Ilia nooaa. f heard
u shout ubovei snd, as I dropp4 Is)

ria""" t'uura' '"" begs
"Quick I Oh, Hilly, pull quick I " ,
lie luuld not hear; yet lugged IUh'lrojaii. .
"Now, liarn'a a time to keep s pjissl

jltlln " h shouted, as ha caught mfhand, nnd pulled ma full length on that"'',,' Why, lad-h- ast suen a gliostr
'What of thn house ?" I asked, whet)my tale wus done, snd u company sssHto scuuh the east cliff front lbs Iwsete.

"All perished I " said Delia, and thensmiling, "1 am houseless as avof.Jack."
"And hsvn (he sarno good frlrad""That's line. Hut listen. Hilly sjad

I have nut our heads together. Ha labound for Ureal, ha nays, and huagreed to take me and such Mrchattels ns nm snvnd, to Ilrlttaay,
whero I know my mother's kin wfii
havn u welcome for me, until thsse
of "hli pIbuV'"''1' Wh' ,hlnk m

"It seems a good plan," I answsr'dslowly; "thn Kngland that now la. Isno place for a womsn."
I got to my feet, and drew on my

boots (that Matt Soames had foiaauJlu thn laurel bushes and brought).
"Art looking downcast, Jack."Said !: "How else should I look.

more?'''"1 tte M ll0Ur

Hhs made no reply to this, totturned away to give aa order to thosailors.
The last of Delia's furnlturo wsW

nurdlv abourd when we heard arrestshouts of Joy. snd saw the men rs-in- a?

'"5 hl had.rono to search UJThey bore between them tarsalIsrge oak coffers: which being brokoT
we came on an Immense deal of ojZ
plats and Jewels, besides ovsr OMificoln'd mousy. Thers wareleft behind, they said, besides MvonS
small bags of gold. The path up ticluft was hard to climb, and wottM

b1ln ,cnPM'ba. hut for tho IreUddir they found ready fixt fornngcomb'a descent. In tho hots
that could not be seen from uJbeach, tho nhdlf hiding it),for lowering the chest; and belowVl

bout moor'd. and now left highdry by thn tide. Doubtless tha ai2rascal had waited for hte i return whom Matt HouHiuithad srar'd out of all stomach to eti

:hI f? bnd wtuh d 11 hut thoV$1.lhcy. eover'd. and foundch'ct of Vila's helrloosBsVWithin an hour the remaining corTeni
v?th'ol0dn.0y b4t'

ine sun was setting as DeltaI stood on tho beach bo2that was to take her f raV AbXSo
thn Oodsnnd I could heSTh.chS
If "If Sn.J iUo mtn "losing aVhoMS"'Molly's bridle. I held out my hutto the dear maid who with mo haZhared so many a peril. ,

" M' moM ,0 com,T"asked.
, "t0'" "al mI xl knows saw

nothing tobut 'Farnw.llf
Hho had laid her small hand la
a. Holm, tutu glancing up said.Pretty and .lemur..
"And shall I leave my bast? watnot come, too, dear Jack?"

stammered. "What istills? I thnuarht v,.n IT--7. 1 u,a nowAnd so did 1, Jack, and thlnkaawso I found I loved thee betterever. Fie on thee, now! May iSn tnuld changn her mind without telaforced to such unseemly, braaoawords?" And she heaved a BaskSigh.
Hut ns I stood and held that llttlohand I seemed across tha vary Baiatnf hnpplnesa to rend a sentence writ-ten, and spoke It. perforce and slow0..w,!.h ""other man's mouth:"pell", you only have I Iovod. aad,w love! nilthe would I beto Urw th you. nnd to serve yon wouMblithely die. in sorrow, then eatffor mn. or In trust abldn me. sWko with you now- -i my not...'
She lifted her nyes and. looking fuUInto mine, repeated slowly thown had read at our first meeting!

!" ta a snta
thou hast found It, swnathnaj!

thou hast found the Splendid BpurP
She broke off and clappsd her tukau

XXfiSJS? menUy' "d "
t "V1 Hi0"'1.1 rom8 tor oro Iobst.Else I am sure to blame someothor woman, stay"- -

Shn drew off her ring and allot iton my llttlo finger.
"There's my tokenl Now give arrsone to weep and be glad ovsr,"Having no trinkets I gave my giovoand she xlsa'd tt twice and put It Inher bosom.
"I havo no need of this ring." said' w,0.rJ2kr and 1 drMr f rth thocut from her dear head.

inui morning among tne alders by
Kennet side, and worn ever sines over1
my neurt. -- wilt marry no man tin
i conwr

"Now, that's too hard a promlso.,
said she, laughing, and shading nor
curls.

"Too hardl"
"Why, of courss. Listen, swoot- -

heart a true woman will not change
her mind) hut, oh I she dearly love
to be able tol Bo, bating this, hsro'O
my hand upon tt now, tin, Jack I sad
hefnrn alt these mariners! well, thest
If thou must"

e a e e e i

T .l.kM V- .- -- I a a. ' In a. la afea.

and waving, till sho wsa undsr tsvoruaaai. .1.-- 1... Ot.a Ih.-- 'J a.aawtvutvai..vt BJ a aa. a. aattat
mounting Molly, rods lalaad
wars. m atm


